Enhanced manipulation of directional coronary atherectomy and coronary angioplasty guide catheters.
Manipulation of thin-walled coronary guiding catheters, especially directional coronary atherectomy guides, may sometimes be difficult. This is particularly so in patients with tortuous or ectatic aorto-iliac arterial systems. To improve torque transmission and eliminate kinking, the introducer catheter or a smaller caliber diagnostic catheter is advanced to within 1.5 cm of the distal guide tip. Connecting the rotating hemostatic valve to the introducer hub or diagnostic catheter proximally allows distal contrast injections and pressure monitoring via this inner catheter. Other methods of enhancing guide catheter manipulation are also discussed.